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Israel Repeated
Adam's Fall On A
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By Dan Maines
Israel Repeated Adam's Fall On A National Scale

Introduction
† Adam's story isn't merely the story of the first man's failure. It
establishes a biblical pattern that appears again in the history of
Israel.
† Adam received God's presence, God's command, a sacred
land, abundant blessing, and the responsibility to remain faithful
within that land. When he violated God's command, judgment
followed and he was expelled.
† Israel later received God's presence, God's law, a promised

https://fulfilledprophecies.com/
https://fulfilledprophecies.com/
https://fulfilledprophecies.com/index.html#topics-I
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://fulfilledprophecies.com/topics/1669.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1349070089314462/posts/2135114137376716/


land, abundant blessing, and the responsibility to remain faithful
within that land. When Israel violated the covenant, judgment
followed and the nation was expelled.
† The parallels are too significant to ignore. Adam's fall provides
a pattern that helps us understand Israel's covenant history, and
Israel's covenant history prepares us to understand why the
New Testament presents Jesus Christ as the Last Adam.
(Romans 5:12-19; 1 Corinthians 15:45-49)
† Adam failed where humanity began. Israel repeated that
failure on a national scale. Christ succeeded where both Adam
and Israel failed.

Genesis 2:8-9
The Lord God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; and
there He placed the man whom He had formed. Out of the
ground the Lord God caused every tree to grow that is pleasing
to the sight and good for food; the tree of life was also in the
midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil.
† Adam didn't create Eden, earn Eden, or conquer Eden. God
prepared the garden and placed Adam there. The land was
God's gift before it became Adam's responsibility.
† Eden was a place of divine provision and fellowship. Adam
lived in a land where God's blessing surrounded him and where
life was available in God's presence. (Genesis 2:15-17)
† This establishes the pattern that later appears with Israel. God
would give Israel a land the nation hadn't created and blessings
it hadn't earned. (Deuteronomy 6:10-12)

Genesis 2:15-17
Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of
Eden to cultivate it and tend it. The Lord God commanded the
man, saying, "From any tree of the garden you may freely eat;
but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall
not eat, for on the day that you eat from it you will certainly die."
† God's gift came with covenant responsibility. Adam was
placed in the garden, but remaining faithful within God's sacred



space required obedience to God's command.
† Adam therefore possessed the basic elements that later
characterized Israel's covenant relationship, divine presence,
sacred land, commandment, blessing, responsibility, and
consequences for rebellion.
† The command wasn't evidence that Adam lacked blessing.
The command defined how Adam was to live faithfully within the
blessing God had already given him. Israel would later stand in
the same kind of relationship under the Mosaic covenant.
(Deuteronomy 28:1-2, 15)

Genesis 3:23-24
therefore the Lord God sent him out of the Garden of Eden, to
cultivate the ground from which he was taken. So He drove the
man out; and at the east of the Garden of Eden He stationed
the cherubim and the flaming sword which turned every
direction to guard the way to the tree of life.
† Adam violated God's command, and the result was expulsion
from sacred land. Sin produced exile.
† Notice that Adam wasn't merely punished while remaining
comfortably in Eden. He lost access to the place of special
covenant blessing and was driven from the garden.
† The cherubim guarding Eden also connect the garden with
later sanctuary imagery. Cherubim would appear over the ark in
Israel's sanctuary, where God's presence was represented
among His covenant people. (Exodus 25:18-22)
† Adam's expulsion becomes a pattern that Israel's history
would repeat. Covenant violation brought covenant judgment,
and persistent rebellion eventually brought removal from the
land.

Deuteronomy 8:7-10
For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of
streams of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in valleys
and hills; a land of wheat and barley, of vines, fig trees, and
pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey; a land where you
will eat food without shortage, in which you will not lack



anything; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills
you can dig copper. When you have eaten and are satisfied,
you shall bless the Lord your God for the good land which He
has given you.
† The description of Israel's land intentionally emphasizes
abundance, fruitfulness, water, food, and divine provision. God
brought Israel into a good land that He gave them.
† Like Adam, Israel entered blessing that God had prepared.
The land wasn't ultimately Israel's possession by independent
right. It was God's gift entrusted to His covenant people.
(Leviticus 25:23)
† Adam was placed in a fruitful garden and commanded to
remain faithful. Israel was placed in a fruitful land and
commanded to remain faithful. In both cases, blessing carried
covenant responsibility.

Deuteronomy 28:1-2
Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the Lord your God, being
careful to do all His commandments which I am commanding
you today, that the Lord your God will put you high above all the
nations of the earth. And all these blessings will come to you
and reach you if you obey the Lord your God:
† Israel's life in the land was covenantal. Obedience brought
covenant blessing, while rebellion would bring covenant curses.
† This echoes Eden's basic structure. God gave blessing,
issued His command, and warned that violating His command
would bring judgment.
† Israel's problem therefore wasn't merely political weakness or
military defeat. The deeper problem was covenant rebellion
against the God who had given them the land. (Deuteronomy
28:15)

Deuteronomy 28:63-64
And it will come about that, just as the Lord rejoiced over you to
be good to you, and make you numerous, so will the Lord
rejoice over you to wipe you out and destroy you; and you will
be torn away from the land which you are entering to possess.



Furthermore, the Lord will scatter you among all the peoples,
from one end of the earth to the other; and there you will serve
other gods, made of wood and stone, which you and your
fathers have not known.
† The covenant warning couldn't be clearer. Israel could be
removed from the land God had given them.
† Adam violated God's command and was driven from Eden.
Israel was warned that covenant rebellion would result in being
plucked from the land and scattered among the nations.
† Land loss wasn't an accidental side effect of Israel's history. It
was specifically written into the covenant as judgment for
rebellion.
† Adam's personal exile from Eden became Israel's national
exile from the promised land.

2 Kings 17:18-20
So the Lord was very angry with Israel, and He removed them
from His sight; no one was left except the tribe of Judah. Judah
did not keep the commandments of the Lord their God either,
but they followed the customs which Israel had introduced. So
the Lord rejected all the descendants of Israel and afflicted
them and handed them over to plunderers, until He had cast
them out of His sight.
† What God warned about in the covenant eventually
happened. Israel persisted in rebellion and was removed.
† The language of removal is important. Adam was driven from
God's garden, and Israel was cast from God's covenant land.
† Judah's survival didn't mean Judah had escaped the Adam
pattern. Judah repeated the same rebellion and eventually
experienced exile as well. (2 Kings 25:8-11)
† The biblical story keeps exposing the same human problem.
Changing the land didn't change the human heart. Adam failed
in Eden, and Israel failed in Canaan.

Jeremiah 2:7
I brought you into the fruitful land To eat its fruit and its good
things. But you came and defiled My land, And you made My



inheritance an abomination.
† Jeremiah summarizes Israel's story in language that strongly
resembles Eden. God brought His people into a fruitful land, but
they defiled what He had given them.
† Adam received a good garden and violated God's command
within it. Israel received a plentiful land and defiled God's
inheritance within it.
† The problem wasn't God's provision. God had given both
Adam and Israel what was good. The problem was covenant
unfaithfulness.
† Israel wasn't correcting Adam's story. Israel was reenacting it
on a larger covenant stage.

Hosea 6:7
But like Adam they have violated the covenant; There they have
dealt treacherously with Me.
† Hosea gives us one of the clearest biblical connections
between Adam and Israel. Israel's covenant transgression is
compared directly with Adam.
† Whatever questions are raised about the translation of this
passage, the ASV explicitly renders the comparison, like Adam
have transgressed the covenant.
† The theological pattern is unmistakable throughout Scripture.
Adam received God's command and broke it. Israel received
God's covenant law and broke it.
† Adam's failure wasn't isolated from the rest of biblical history.
His pattern of receiving blessing and answering it with rebellion
became the pattern Israel repeated nationally.

Ezekiel 36:17-19
Son of man, when the house of Israel was living on their own
land, they defiled it by their ways and their deeds; their way
before Me was like the uncleanness of a woman in her impurity.
Therefore I poured out My wrath on them for the blood which
they had shed on the land, because they had defiled it with their
idols. I also scattered them among the nations, and they were
dispersed throughout the lands. According to their ways and



their deeds I judged them.
† Ezekiel completes the pattern. Israel lived in the land, defiled
the land through sin, received divine judgment, and was
scattered.
† Eden contained the same sequence in miniature, sacred
place, divine command, human rebellion, divine judgment, and
expulsion.
† Israel's exile therefore becomes much more than ancient
political history. It participates in the Bible's larger story of
humanity's alienation from God's presence through sin.
† This is why merely restoring people to physical territory could
never be the final solution. Humanity needed someone who
could reverse Adam's failure at its root.

Romans 5:18-19
So then, as through one offense the result was condemnation to
all mankind, so also through one act of righteousness the result
was justification of life to all mankind. For as through the one
man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so also
through the obedience of the One the many will be made
righteous.
† Paul brings the biblical story back to Adam and Christ. The
decisive contrast isn't finally Adam and Israel, but Adam and
Jesus.
† Adam is characterized by disobedience. Christ is
characterized by obedience. What humanity couldn't
accomplish through Adam, and what covenant Israel couldn't
accomplish under the law, Christ accomplished through His
faithfulness.
† Jesus didn't come merely to repair Israel's political
circumstances. He came to deal with the deeper Adamic
problem of sin, condemnation, death, and separation from God.
† This makes Christ's work much larger than restoring one
ethnic nation to one geographical territory. His obedience
answers the failure introduced through Adam himself. (Romans
5:12-17)



1 Corinthians 15:45
So also it is written: "The first man, Adam, became a living
person." The last Adam was a life-giving spirit.
† Paul calls Christ the Last Adam because Jesus stands at the
head of a new humanity. He isn't simply another figure within
Adam's failed order.
† Adam received life and lost access to the tree of life through
transgression. Christ is the life-giving One through whom God's
people receive the life Adam couldn't secure.
† Israel's national repetition of Adam's failure magnifies the
importance of Christ. Even after God gave humanity a covenant
nation, law, priesthood, temple, sacrifices, and promised land,
the fundamental Adamic problem remained. (Romans 7:10-13;
Hebrews 10:1-4)
† Jesus succeeded where Adam failed and where Israel failed.
The answer to exile wasn't ultimately another piece of
geography, it was reconciliation with God through the Last
Adam.

Revelation 22:1-3
And he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal,
coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb, in the middle
of its street. On either side of the river was the tree of life,
bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and
the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. There
will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the
Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him;
† The Bible's story that began with humanity expelled from
Eden ends with the imagery of God's presence, the river of life,
the tree of life, and the removal of the curse.
† Revelation doesn't end by pointing God's people back toward
Adam's lost garden or Israel's former covenant order. It
presents the completed covenant reality in Christ through New
Jerusalem. (Revelation 21:1-3)
† The tree once guarded after Adam's expulsion appears again
in the completed biblical story. Access to life is found through
the Lamb.



† Adam's exile and Israel's exile both pointed toward humanity's
greater need, reconciliation and restored fellowship with God
through Jesus Christ.

Historical References
† Josephus recorded the catastrophic destruction of Jerusalem
and the temple in AD 70, describing famine, internal violence,
Roman siege warfare, the burning of the sanctuary, and the
devastation of the city. Israel's Old Covenant center was
removed in the very generation Jesus had warned about.
(Josephus, Wars of the Jews, Books 5-7; Matthew 23:36-38;
Luke 21:20-24)
† Tacitus also recorded the Roman campaign against
Jerusalem and described the city and temple during the conflict,
providing an independent Roman witness to the historical
catastrophe that overtook Jerusalem. (Tacitus, Histories, Book
5)
† Eusebius later connected Jerusalem's calamities with
judgment upon the generation that rejected Christ and
preserved the early Christian tradition that believers departed
from Jerusalem before the war. (Eusebius, Ecclesiastical
History, Book 3, chapters 5-7)
† These historical witnesses don't establish the Adam-Israel
typology, Scripture establishes that pattern. They do confirm the
historical reality of Jerusalem's judgment and the removal of the
Old Covenant temple order in AD 70.

How It Applies To Us Today
† We don't need to return to Adam's Eden, rebuild Israel's
temple, restore animal sacrifices, or recover the Old Covenant
land arrangement. God's redemptive answer is Jesus Christ.
† Our confidence isn't in geography, ancestry, a temple made
with hands, or an earthly covenant nation. Our confidence is in
the Last Adam who accomplished what Adam and Israel
couldn't accomplish. (John 4:21-24; Hebrews 12:22-24)
† The pattern teaches us that external privilege alone can't
transform the human heart. Adam had Eden and failed. Israel



had the land, law, temple, priesthood, and sacrifices and still
failed. Life is found in Christ.
† We now live in the reality toward which those earlier patterns
pointed. In Christ we have reconciliation with God, access to
His presence, citizenship in His kingdom, and life in the New
Covenant creation. (Ephesians 2:18-22; Colossians 1:13)
† Adam's story became Israel's story, but neither failure gets the
final word. Jesus Christ, the Last Adam, does.

Q & A Appendix
Q: Did Israel literally become Adam?
A: No. The point is covenant pattern and biblical typology.
Adam received God's presence, command, land, and blessing
and was expelled after transgression. Israel received God's
presence, law, land, and blessing and was expelled after
covenant rebellion. Hosea even compares Israel's covenant
transgression with Adam. (Hosea 6:7)

Q: Why is Israel's exile important to understanding Adam?
A: Because both stories follow the same movement from divine
gift to human rebellion to judgment and expulsion. Israel
reenacted nationally what Adam experienced personally.
(Genesis 3:23-24; Deuteronomy 28:63-64)

Q: Why does this make Jesus as the Last Adam more
significant?
A: Because Jesus doesn't merely solve Israel's national
problem. He answers the deeper human problem represented
by Adam's disobedience. Through Christ's obedience comes
righteousness and life. (Romans 5:18-19; 1 Corinthians 15:45)

Q: Does the biblical story end with another return to physical
Eden?
A: No. Revelation uses Eden imagery to describe the
completed covenant reality of God's presence and life through
the Lamb. The river of life and tree of life appear in New



Jerusalem. (Revelation 21:1-3; 22:1-3)

Q: Does this mean modern believers need Israel's physical land
to receive God's covenant blessings?
A: No. New Covenant believers come to the heavenly
Jerusalem and have access to God through Christ. Our
inheritance and covenant standing are centered in Christ, not in
returning to the Old Covenant land arrangement. (Hebrews
12:22-24; Ephesians 2:18)

† This is the fulfilled perspective we proclaim at Fulfilled
Prophecies †
© Fulfilled Prophecies - Dan Maines.
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